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 ONLINE SAFETY NEWSLETTER 
 

A PROBLEM WITH HIDDEN APPS 
 

 
The latest digital trend growing in popularity for our children are apps on their 

phone or tablet that look like one thing but are secretly hiding another 
purpose. Children are becoming more and more familiar with ‘secret’ photo 

hiding apps, where an app which looks relatively ordinary is actually a hidden 
gateway to private photos and videos.  

 
These apps allow their users to hide images, videos and notes within the app 
which is also passcode protected. One of the most common types of hidden 
app used is a ‘fake calculator’ app however many others are also available. 
Parental Controls will not block them. These apps can bypass the parental 

controls you have put on your phone or tablet. 
 

The most common use for the apps is to hide ‘sexting’ images which young 
people may be sending or receiving. This problem is growing rapidly amongst 
students, and from an increasingly early age. Not only is sexting dangerous, 
but it is illegal when it involves a minor even if both the sender and receiver 
are underage. By storing and sending these images, young people should be 

aware that they are committing a crime. 
 

App Hider is a common app for hiding other apps that are available on Google 
Play, especially for WhatsApp Instagram and Facebook Messenger. App Hider 
is also an excellent app cloner for you to access multiple accounts from one 
device. More than that App Hider can hide photos and videos and hide App 

Hider itself by turn itself into a Calculator. 
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In the News… 

 
 

A recent survey found that Almost a two-thirds of pre-teen children in Ireland are in 
contact with strangers online. 

The survey by the children’s Internet safety charity found that 31% of children game with 
people they don’t know in real life and 61% of children reported being contacted by a 
stranger in a game (40% of boys vs. 22% of girls). Almost a third (30%) of children have 

friends/followers on social media platforms that they don’t know in real life. This is 
particularly worrying in the context of the report published by Interpol on which 

highlighted concerning trends in relation to the production and sharing of child sexual 
abuse material online. 

The survey also found that 65% of children are signed up to social media and messaging 
platforms despite minimum age restrictions of at least 13 on all of the most popular 

platforms. 

Further Information 

To find out more about social networking sites like Facebook, see Childnet’s social networking guide for 
parents: 

 www.childnet.com/downloads/blog_safety.pdf  

Childnet’s Chat danger site, www.chatdanger.com, offers guidance about chatting on the internet.  

For more advice for parents about helping children stay safe online, see Know IT All for parents: 

www.childnet.com/kia  

For general online advice visit: https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ 

We also have a substantial Online Safety page on our new school website with a full list of useful links 
for further information: www.woodside.croydon.sch.uk 

(Under Safeguarding, click Online Safety). 

Here you can find lots of useful guide from the NOS website, 

Below is one of these guides that you MUST read if your child is using Tik Tok 

http://www.childnet.com/downloads/blog_safety.pdf
http://www.childnet.com/kia
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://www.woodside.croydon.sch.uk/
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